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Eleanor and Lou Gehrig MDA/ALS Research Center at 
Columbia University 

Report of Projects Funded by Wings Over Wall Street 
For 2017-2018 (Based on the Wings’ Event held in 2016)

Investigator Study Funding Description 
Hiroshi Mitsumoto, MD 
Pam Factor-Litvak, PhD 
Chris Gennings, PhD 
Raymond Goetz, PhD 

1. To merge two datasets, 
originating from ALS 
COSMOS and ARREST 
ALS studies, into one large 
database for further 
analyses 

$100,950  The goal of ARREST ALS is to 
expand our patient access to the entire 
nation and combine the ARREST 
ALS and ALS COSMOS datasets to 
increase our sample size and obtain 
high-impact results  

 Wings funding will help us determine 
whether these two samples are 
comparable in essential 
characteristics, such as demographics, 
clinical features, psychological 
factors, diet, urinary oxidative stress 
biomarkers, and genetic C9 
distribution 

Hiroshi Mitsumoto, MD 
Paul Mehta, MD (CDC, 
unpaid) 
Pam Factor-Litvak, PhD 

2. To analyze two types of 
methodologies that assess 
self-reported 
environmental risk factors 

 The National ALS Registry uses a 
self-administered, internet-based 
questionnaire to obtain data on risk 
factors, whereas ARREST ALS uses a 
regimented structured interview 
conducted by experienced, trained 
administrators 

 Self-report data are thought to cause 
recall bias; however, there has been 
very little research comparing 
internet-based self-report data and 
data obtained through structured 
interviews 

 We will compare which methodology 
(assessing self-reported environmental 
risks) yields a higher correlation with 
urinary oxidative stress biomarkers  

Chris Gennings, PhD 
Raymond Goetz, PhD 
Hiroshi Mitsumoto, MD 
Pam Factor-Litvak, PhD 

3. To further analyze the 
data of the ALS COSMOS 
study to assess the 
relationship between 
oxidative stress and ALS 
disease progression 

 Now we are analyzing the most 
important aim of the ALS COSMOS 
study: to determine the relationship 
between oxidative stress and disease 
progression 

 Obtain and censor the final survival 
data of the ALS COSMOS study 


